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Agenda (item 1) 

1. Constitute meeting and approve agenda 

• Election of General Assembly Chair and two reporters 

• Approval of agenda 

2. NFU Annual Report 2013 

3. Annual plan and budget for 2014 

4. Elections 

• NFU board and auditor, presentation by the Nomination Committee 

• Nomination committee, presentation by the NFU Board 

 

5. Incoming business 

 

NFU	  General	  Assembly	  2013	  
Time:	  5	  December	  2013,	  16:30	  

Venue:	  Litteraturhuset,	  Nedmja	  
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Item 2. NFU Annual report 2013 

NFU Annual Report 2013 

(Covering the period November 2012 to November 2013) 

1. General 

The current year covers the period November 2012 – November 2013. The General 
Assembly is as a general rule conducted in connection with the Annual Conference 
and we have for that reason adopted flexible business years for reporting and accounts. 
Since this year’s conference was a Nordic conference held in Helsinki, the General 
Assembly is held in connection with the 30th anniversary seminar.  

2. The NFU Board members 2012-2013 

The NFU General Assembly 2012 was held on November 26th, at CICERO, in 
connection with the annual conference. Following this meeting, the composition of 
the NFU Board has been as follows: 

Board members 
Håvard Haarstad, Department of Geography, University of Bergen (Chair)  
Ingunn Bjørkhaug, Fafo, Oslo  
Darley Kjosavik, Noragric, Oslo  
Kristen Nordhaug, Oslo and Akershus University College  
Knut Gunnar Nustad, NUPI/UiO, Oslo  
Cecilie Hirsch, SUM, University of Oslo 
Trond Waage, University of Tromsø  
Hanne Haaland, Agder University  
Thomas Sætre Jacobsen, NTNU, Trondheim (on leave) 
Ingvild Skage Aagedal, University of Bergen 
 
Nomination Committee 
Petter Andersen, UiB  
Morten Bøås, Fafo  
Trond Vedeld, NIBR 
 
EADI representative 
Kristen Nordhaug 
 
Auditor 
Hans Jørgen Christiansen, University of Tromsø 
 
3. Progress towards Annual Plan for 2013: 
 
3.1 NFU Board meetings 

The NFU Board has conducted four meetings since the last General Assembly 
(February 8, June 13, September 9 and 11 November). All meetings were held at 
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SUM in Oslo, with various board members connected by videoconference. Including 
the GA, this equals the number of meetings suggested in the statutes and the annual 
plan for 2013.  

3.2 NFU Membership 

NFU had 154 paying members by 15 November 2013. We also have an email list 
with some 270 members. The ambition was to reach 200 paying members this year, 
which was not fulfilled. This ambition may have been set too high. In comparison, 
there were 166 paying members of the association by the end of 2011, and 135 
members by the end of 2012. The past 15 years the number of paying members has 
fluctuated between 110 and 180.  

A relevant and high quality conference that provides the main networking arena for 
Norwegian development researchers is, along with subscription to Forum for 
Development Studies, the main means for attracting and retaining members. We have 
thought that we would see a lower membership payment rate during the years when 
the conference is organized at the Nordic level (since membership gives a discount in 
the conference fee). But the experience the past three years has actually been that 
paying membership has been higher during the years when the conference was 
organized at the Nordic level. In 2013 there does not appear to be a significant 
number of members who paid their fees in connection with the conference.  

3.3 Increase the benefits to, and number and activity level of members 

We took part in organizing the 2nd Nordic Conference on Development Research, held 
in Helsinki, 14-15 November. Knut Nustad was part of the organizing committee, and 
Håvard Haarstad helped coordinate the conference by email. We also secured funding 
from the Norwegian Research Council. The NRC and NORAD contributed a 
significant share of the funding for the conference, and we are grateful for that. We 
are also grateful to the Finnish organizers, who took most of the burden of the 
logistical planning.  

We have offered Forum for Development Studies to paying members, and have 
strived to keep the members updated through the website and regular email 
announcements.  

As far as we can tell, the Helsinki conference was very well received, both for the 
academic content and the organization. Around 300 researchers and others 
participated, and around 150 papers were presented. 36 researchers from Norwegian 
institutions took part in the conference. Two of the NFU permanent panels were 
represented at the Helsinki conference.  

In connection with the 30th anniversary of NFU, we have organized a seminar 
intended to reflect on the future of development studies. Five researchers are asked to 
reflect on this issue, and there will be an open debate. It will be held at Litteraturhuset, 
and the General Assembly is held back-to-back.  

The Master’s thesis award is offered again this year. After the deadline in August, 21 
eligible theses had been submitted. The evaluation committee has consisted of Kristen 
Nordhaug, Trond Waage and Håvard Haarstad, and the price will be presented at the 
30th anniversary event with General Assembly on December 5th.  
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It was part of the annual plan to organize a specific event targeted at Master’s students. 
At the 2012 conference we organized a publication seminar targeted at Master’s 
students and early career researchers. Knut Nustad, in capacity as former editor of 
Forum for Development Studies, discussed how to get academic work published. It 
was a very popular event, and we hope to repeat it again at the national conference in 
2014.  

We have begun planning for the national conference in 2014, which will be held in 
Tromsø.  

3.4. Procedures and strategy for strengthening role of NFU in relevant public 
hearings 

There have not been any opportunities for participating in public hearings.  

We have gathered input from our members on the periodic update of the UHR list of 
publication channels, and forwarded that input to the National Council of 
Development Studies (Fagrådet for utviklingsstudier).  

3.5 Strengthen and consolidate Nordic and international networking 

This year’s Nordic conference provided an opportunity for us to consolidate 
partnerships with the Nordic sister organizations, and provided an arena for our 
members to network with other Nordic (and international) researchers. There is broad 
agreement that the Nordic conferences should be continued every two or three years.  

The NFU is a member of EADI, the European Association of Development Research 
and Training Institutes. We did not send a delegate to this year’s annual EADI 
assembly, primarily due to cost.  

3.6 Improve communication and the visibility of the NFU and development 
research 

We have been using the website and emails for updates. Most of the updates concern 
NFU events, such as the annual conference and the 30th anniversary seminar. We 
occasionally use these channels for other updates as well. We would like to make 
more use of the Facebook page, but this depends on capacity.   

3.7 Consolidate the functioning of the NFU Board 

The past two years the Board has hired an assistant/coordinator to help with 
administrative tasks, such as updating the accounts, sending out payment reminders, 
emails, etc. We have recruited a Master’s student for this, and offer a stipend in return. 
This arrangement has worked well. Christian Bull has served as coordinator the past 
year, and he has done a great job. As he is no longer a Master’s student, we are in the 
process of replacing him. We are grateful for Christian Bulls contribution.  

3.8 Accounts 2013 

Membership income is higher than last year, but did not quite reach the ambitious 
target. We have spent less than budgeted on Board meetings and MA student activity. 
And we have not received a bill from Forum for Development Studies (we are 
looking into this matter). The 30th anniversary seminar will also show up in the 2014 
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accounts. So while the balance is around 25,000 higher than budgeted, part of the 
reason for this is that some of the costs are displaced to next year.  
 
The accounts have been sent to auditor Hans-Jørgen Oppi Christiansen, and we hope 
to have to report by the General Assembly.   
 

	   	   	  

Budget 
2013 

Accounts 
2013 

Income 
	   	  

  
	  Membership fees 

	  
75000 63800 

Interest 
	   	  

300 220.67 
Other 

	   	  
   

Total income 
	  

75300 64020.67 

	   	   	  
  

	  Expenditure 
	  

  
	  Board meetings 

	  
8000 3467 

Forum for Development Studies 35000 0 
NFU Web-site 

	  
7500 7500 

EADI/Nordic cooperation 2000 4622.61 
NFU Awards 

	  
10000 10000 

Award event 
	  

0 0 
Honorarium auditor 

	  
1000 700 

MA student activity 
	  

3000 0 
Miscellaneous 

	  
1500 2872.5 

Bank fees 
	   	  

100 80 
Coordinator 

	  
24000 24000 

	   	   	  
  

	  Total expenses   92100 53242.11 

	   	   	  
  

	  Result     -16800 10778.56 

	   	   	  
  

	  Balances 
  

  
	  Incoming balance 01.11.2012 149.947,66 
	  Outgoing balance 31.10.2013 163.872,22 
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Annual Plan 2014 (item 3) 

 

1. NFU Board meetings 

The Board will have 5-6 meetings in 2014. It will continue to use videoconference 
when appropriate, which is cost- and time effective. It will also have at least one face-
to-face meeting.   

2. NFU Membership 

The Board has the ambition of maintaining a membership of around 160 in 2014. 
Regular email announcements, an updated and relevant website, relevant events, and 
the offer of Forum for Development Studies will be key.  

3. Increase the benefits to, and number and activity level of NFU members 

NFU will continue to offer Forum for Development studies to its members, maintain 
an updated website, offer regular email announcements, and take part in relevant 
events.  

We will continue planning for the annual conference in Tromsø, and keep members 
up to date on this event. A main task for the Board will be to secure funds for the 
conference.  

We will continue to offer the Master’s Thesis Award to outstanding work in 
development studies.  

We intend to organize a specific event targeted at Master’s students, which most 
likely will be a repetition of the publication seminar at the national conference.  

We will review the arrangement of the permanent panels at the annual conferences, 
and decide whether the arrangement should be continued with a new set of panels 
from 2015.   

4. Procedures and strategy for strengthening role of NFU in relevant public 
hearings 

We will continue to provide input to hearing documents when we are asked for input, 
and will be better at drawing on the broader membership in providing this input. We 
will also consider using the NFU as a platform for researchers to participate in public 
debate on relevant issues.  

5. Strengthen and consolidate Nordic and international networking 

We will begin planning for a Nordic conference in 2015. Since the first two Nordic 
conferences were held in Copenhagen and Helsinki, this conference is likely to be 
held either in Norway or Sweden. In any case, the Board will participate actively in 
organization and fund raising.  

EADI hosts its General Conference in Bonn, 23-26 June, 2014. We will keep 
members updated on this event, and mobilize our membership to participate.  
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6. Consolidate the functioning of the NFU Board 

Maintaining a coordinator function is intended to make the Board operate more 
professionally and efficiently. This will help the us keep the website more updated, 
send out the newsletter more regularly, and enable the Board members to focus more 
on organizational rather than administrative tasks.   

7. National council on development studies (Nasjonalt fagråd) 

We will continue to collaborate with the National council on matters of common 
interest.  

8. Forum for Development Studies 

We will dialogue more closely with the editorship of Forum for Development Studies, 
and consider reinstating the Best Article of the Year Award in collaboration with the 
Forum editors (on the condition that it is not financed by the NFU).  

9. Budget 

The past few years we have run a deficit. This has been done to revamp the website 
and restructure the Board activities with a coordinator. We have also been able to cut 
some costs, such as the EADI meetings and the Best Article award. Although we have 
a healthy bank balance, this has been gradually reduced the past few years. We are 
now striving to balance the budget. The deficit in 2014 is for the most part (though 
not completely) due to costs incurred in 2013 (when there was a surplus). Payment to 
Routledge for Forum for Development Studies creates some uncertainty, which 
should be settled soon. 
 
 

   Accounts 2013 Budget 2014 

Income     
Membership fees 

	  
63800 65000 

Interest 
	   	  

220.67 300 

Total income 
	  

64020.67 65300 

	   	   	   	  
 

Expenditure 
	   	  

 
Board meetings 

	  
3467 5000 

Forum for Development Studies 0 35000 
NFU Web-site 

	  
7500 7500 

EADI/Nordic cooperation 4622.61 2000 
NFU Awards 

	  
10000 10000 

Award event 
	  

0 0 
Honorarium auditor 

	  
700 700 

Anniversary seminar 
	  

0 13000 
Miscellaneous 

	  
2872.5 2800 

Bank fees 
	   	  

80 100 
Coordinator 

	  
24000 24000 
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Total expenses   53242.11 100100 

	   	   	   	  
 

Result     10778.56 -34800 

 


